	Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans
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Geographical Information about Hurricane Katrina:

· 80% of New Orleans is below sea level.

· The majority of the city is 6 – 10 feet below sea level.

· New Orleans is surrounded by seawater. 

· 1/ 3 of the population live below the poverty line. 

· 2/3 of the population is black.

· Category 5 hurricane – the worst hurricane on the Saffir Simpson Scale.
· The hurricane was one hundred times more powerful than an atomic bomb. 
	Problems with the Evacuation: 

The government enforced an evacuation on the city of New Orleans. As Hurricane Katrina gained strength in the Gulf of Mexico on Sunday 28 August 2005, thousands fled the coast and the population of New Orleans was ordered to evacuate
· Gas Stations shut which meant there was a limited supply of Gas for people wanting to evacuate the city. 

· Traffic jams on the main freeway out of New Orleans increased the problems with evacuating the area. 

· 100,000 stranded and ordered to the super bowl area as a refugee centre. 

Human response before the hurricane:

· Windows are boarded up.


	Effects 

· Levees Burst- Up to 80% of New Orleans, 6ft (2m) below sea level, was flooded after defensive barriers were overwhelmed.
· When Katrina reached land it wrought havoc in three states and put the lives of many people unwilling or unable to leave in extreme danger.
· 20 feet of flooding

· Roads damaged

· New Orleans seemingly descended into anarchy with reports of looting, shootings, carjackings and rapes. Householders took their own counter-measures as a form of martial law was imposed.

· Health and Emergency services affected

· Levees breached due to flooding as a result of levees designed to cope with hurricanes at a maximum of level 2 on the saffir Simpson’s scale. 

· The two major levees protecting the city were damaged. 

· More than 1,000 people lost their lives to Katrina 
· The floodwaters left the city uninhabitable.
· The economic impact of Katrina became clear in places like Biloxi, Mississippi, where the boat-based casino industry was all but destroyed. Elsewhere, damage to refining facilities caused an oil price hike.

· A year on and still New Orleans is eerily empty. Of a pre-Katrina population of half-a-million fewer than 200,000 have returned.
After the hurricane

Short Term

· Engineers fought to seal three big breaches in New Orleans' system of canals and levees with tons of gravel dumped in place by truck and helicopter. Pumping-out began eight days after Katrina struck.
· Many took refuge in the city's Superdome, but without sanitation or proper supplies, conditions inside the crowded, overheated stadium became increasingly unbearable. Law and order across the city broke down, with reports of widespread looting and violence. 
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Repairing the breach: Helicopters dropped huge sandbags into the breach in the 17th street canal. Earthmovers built a causeway allowing trucks to bring in stones to strengthen the repairs.
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Steel dam: A temporary steel barrier has been built at the mouth of the canal, sealing it off from Lake Pontchartrain.
Long Term 
· Most of the billions of dollars of federal money already poured into New Orleans have gone into emergency repairs to the network of levees.

· Pumping out: Once all breaches are sealed, pumps will start to drain floodwater out into the lake, a process that could take 80 days. 

· New floodgates have been fitted on key drainage canals, but even the spokesman for the Army Corps of Engineers, Major Ed Bayouth, acknowledged that the levees have received nothing more than a "temporary repair".

· Scientists say the city is steadily sinking into the mud of the Mississippi Delta, making it even more vulnerable to the next super-storm, or the one after.



