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Case Study: Desertification in the Sahel
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Background on the Sahel
(Dependent upon natural resources for economic and social needs.
(2/3 of all people in the Sahel live in rural areas. They rely upon agriculture. 

(Environmental Problems are created such as Deforestation, Water pollution and soil erosion.
Definition of the word desertification:
Land segregation in dry lands resulting from human and physical factors.
	Causes of Desertification – use the worksheet.
(Droughts have lasted for many years
(High temperatures can cause a high rate of moisture to be lost from the soil.
(Rainfall is infrequent and intense causing soil erosion.
(Overgrazing occurs when animals herds are too large for the area. 
(Population increase from over cultivating the area.
(A growing population needs more fuel wood.

	Why is the population to blame in the sahel region ?
(War from surrounding countries has increased the amount of people entering the Sahel.
(Increasing pressure on the land from the growing population of the Sahel.
(Farmers grew crops on the marginal lands which meant that the area became closer to the desert.
What can be done to reduce desertification?
(In Niger they have planted drought resistant crops.
(In Niger plants are used in all seasons to stop tropical sand storms.
(In China plants are planted in Belts across the area.
(Terracing occurs which will reduce the run off and decrease the amount of soil erosion.
(Less intensive use of the land.
	What are the impacts on the Sahel region – use the information from the worksheet to answer this.
(Little Vegetation
(The landscape becomes very brown for most of the year.
(An area the size of Luxembourg is lost in the Sahel each year to desertification.
(Loss of fertile land due to desertification in Niger.
(Loss of ecosystems in the area.
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